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Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

December 3, 2016

The Title of today’s sermon is:

“His Propitiation for You”
Let us pray…

This sermon is probably the shortest sermon I have ever preached. I have decided to keep it short for two reasons: 

#1. We have the baptism today of two Egbujor brothers and we have to read them their baptismal vows which they need to acknowledge in the affirmative;
#2. The subject and subsequent understanding I want you to remember.

His Propitiation for You. What does that mean? What does the word propitiation mean as we understand that it was our eternal Father God who set forth Christ a Propitiation? In my 1828 Noah Webster Dictionary it gives the following two-fold definition:
1. The act of appeasing wrath and conciliating the favor of an offended person; the act of making propitious.

2. In theology, the atonement or atoning sacrifice offered to God to assuage his wrath and render him propitious to sinners. Christ is the propitiation for the sins of men.
Well that definition used another word propitious which helps explain the word propitiation. Here is the 1828 meaning of propitious:

adj. [L. propitius.] Favorable; kind; applied to men.

1. Disposed to be gracious or merciful; ready to forgive sins and bestow blessings; applied to God.

2. Favorable; as a propitious season.

Let’s look at propitiation in scripture: 

Romans 3:25, 26 “Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” 

1 John 2:2. “And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.”
Pertaining to yours and my salvation, was there a risk involved? We need to understand that Jesus was willing to give up His very own existence for you. That is a part that few of us really understand. I ask you this question. On the cross, how much did Jesus suffer for our sins?

When we read in Romans 6:23 that the wages or payment for sin is death. It’s a fact, unless we are alive when Jesus comes, we will die the first death because of Adam’s sin, but we can choose who will die our second death, which is not just any death, it is an eternal death. Either we, by choices do, or Christ did it for us over 1,985 years ago. 

Jesus died without the certainty that He would come back to life again. Listen, it was necessary to propitiate, in other words, to appease the wrath of God against sin. Justice had to be fully satisfied. Our Father God hates sin so much that Jesus had to go through dying the experience of eternal death without the hope of ever coming back to life againm in order to save us. For every one of us, He was willing to give up His own existence. That brothers and sisters is how much He loves you. God’s prophet said as much in the following quote DA 753.2:
“Satan with his fierce temptations wrung the heart of Jesus. The Saviour could not see through the portals of the tomb. Hope did not present to Him His coming forth from the grave a conqueror, or tell Him of the Father's acceptance of the sacrifice. He feared that sin was so offensive to God that Their separation was to be eternal. Christ felt the anguish which the sinner will feel when mercy shall no longer plead for the guilty race. It was the sense of sin, bringing the Father's wrath upon Him as man's substitute, that made the cup He drank so bitter, and broke the heart of the Son of God.”  {DA 753.2} 
Now we know that the Spirit of Prophecy is the Testimony of Jesus. She could know nothing of His experience without Him revealing it to her. Listen to what she wrote of His experience in the following quotation 2T 209.3: 

Even doubts assailed the dying Son of God. He could not see through the portals of the tomb. Bright hope did not present to Him His coming forth from the tomb a conqueror and His Father's acceptance of His sacrifice. The sin of the world, with all its terribleness, was felt to the utmost by the Son of God. The displeasure of the Father for sin, and its penalty, which is death, were all that He could realize through this amazing darkness. He was tempted to fear that sin was so offensive in the sight of His Father that He could not be reconciled to His Son. The fierce temptation that His own Father had forever left Him caused that piercing cry from the cross: "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?"  {2T 209.3}  
 “And in that dreadful hour Christ was not to be comforted with the Father's presence. He trod the wine press alone, and of the people there was none with Him.”  {DA 753.4}  
 “After Adam and Eve had sinned, they were under bondage to the law. Because of their transgression they were sentenced to suffer death, the penalty of sin. But Christ, the propitiation for our sins, declared: "I will stand in Adam's place. I will take upon myself the penalty of his sin. He shall have another trial. I will secure for him a probation. He shall have the privileges and the opportunities of a free man, and be allowed to exercise his God-given power of choice. I will postpone the day of his arraignment for trial. He shall be bound over to appear at the bar of God in the judgment."  {AU Gleaner, August 19, 1903 par. 1}  

Continuing she wrote, “For thirty-three years the Only Begotten of the Father dwelt among the children of men. He who knew no sin bore the burden of our guilt. During these years he finished the great work he came to accomplish. He became the propitiation for the sins of every one who believes on him. For our sake the Innocent is pronounced guilty, while through his merits the guilty are pronounced innocent.”  {AU Gleaner, August 19, 1903 par. 2}
7A BC 465.4 “In our behalf He died on the cross of Calvary. He has paid the price. Justice is satisfied. Those who believe in Christ, those who realize that they are sinners, and that as sinners they must confess their sins, will receive pardon full and free.”--Letter 52, 1906. 7A BC 465.4
And so my brothers and sisters, we can say with confidence. “While holiness requires atonement, it is love that provides it.”
I read this final quote from SD 243.3:

“Justice and Mercy stood apart, in opposition to each other, separated by a wide gulf. The Lord our Redeemer clothed His divinity with humanity, and wrought out in behalf of man a character that was without spot or blemish. He planted His cross midway between heaven and earth, and made it the object of attraction which reached both ways, drawing both Justice and Mercy across the gulf. . . . There it saw One equal with God bearing the penalty for all injustice and sin. With perfect satisfaction Justice bowed in reverence at the cross, saying, It is enough.”  {SD 243.2}
I close with this verse from Psalm 83 verse 10, “Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.”
Let us pray …

